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ANKARABOLAVA-AGNAKATRIKA FOREST

• Low-elevation humid forest on basalt (1563 ha)

• Last remaining forest in District;

• Diverse flora and fauna including 6 species of 
lemurs most notably (Eulemur cinereiceps, CR); 

• Source of many stream; 

• Source of timber

• Threatened by over exploitation of timber, 
shifting cultivation, occasional wildfires 
formerly hunting



MAKIROVANA TSIHOMANAOMBY

• Low/mid-elevation humid evergreen forest 
on basalt and laterite soil, (3,397 ha);

• Diverse flora with threatened species 
(including many spp. of rosewood and ebony) 
and local endemics; 

• Habitat of 8 lemur species all threatened 
(apparently 3 species of Cheirogaleus); 

• Source of many streams;
• Threatened by: cultivation of vanilla, shifting 

cultivation, exploitation of timber, wild fires, 
occasional hunting.  



ALANDRAZA AGNALAVELO SACRED FOREST

• An "anomalous" island of sub-humid forest 
in the dry south-west (4487 ha)

• 1) Unusual and diverse mixture of plants 
from West and East, 6 lemur species (incl. 
Propithecus verreauxi and Lemur catta); 

• 2) sacred forest to Bara – residence of   
spirits of ancestors

• Previously traditional beliefs have protected 
forest but now sanctity being eroded by 
outside influences.  Threatened by wildfires, 
and occasional hunting.



- Appropriate: framed within local 
cultural and socio-economic 
context

- Inclusive: maximum participant 
all categories of the society 
(youth, women, Lonaky)

- Evaluated: to confirm that it
impacts appreciation of PA 
manager by local population

- Authentic: integration into 
genuine management activities 

- Comprehensive: integrate 
awareness-raising in all activities

Principles for integrating awareness-raising 
into everyday activities



Example 1. Integrating awareness-raising by young men into 
tree plants at Ankarabolava-Agnakatrika Forest

• Young men engaged in 
restoration 30ha (12 football 
clubs , total of 250); spectators
> 3500 people

• 15 mins explanation by Lonaky
of importance of activity and 
importance of lemurs before 
work (helped with banners) 

• Reward = organisation of 
football tournament (including 
themed T-shirts)



Example 2. Integrating awareness-raising for women and 
men in patrols at Makirovana Tsihomanaomby

• Thousands villagers patrolling the 
forest each year including  400 
women engaged in forest patrols 
per year, and 24 female teachers 
as trainers

• Forest rangers explain importance 
of activity and promote the 
paradigm that it is a joint 
responsibility of MBG and local 
community to conserve forest

• Reward = compensation 
for  labour ;  Support for 
the 4 associations of 
women created (install 
and maintain botanical 
garden with species for 
Lemur food)  



Example 3. Integrating awareness-raising into installation of 
firebreaks by men at Agnalavelo sacred forest 

• Task Lonaky Kings of village

1. to select 76 men to                                          
install firebreaks 1Km500  
x 3 communes 

2. before work, to reinforce 
cultural respect for forest 
including lemurs

• Reward =

1. Cultural 
benediction,

2. compensation for          
day labour : sheep 
to each 
household who 
worked for the 
firebreaks 



MAKIROVANA 
TSIHOMANAOMBY 

ANKARABOLAVA 
AGNAKATRIKA 

ANALAVEL
ONA 

MAKIROVANA 
TSIHOMANAOMBY 

ANKARABO
LAVA 

AGNAKATRI
KA 

ANALAVELONA 

Appreciation from specific 
groups 

Appreciation of the forest 
from children

MAKIROV
ANA 

TSIHOMA
NAOMBY 

ANKARABOLAVA 
AGNAKATRIKA 

ANALAVELONA 

Appreciation from 
public villagers

Appreciation of lemurs 
across different categories 

(results 2024)

"A significant knowledge of the public regarding 
lemurs and forest importance recorded "
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Take home messages 

Smart integration of awareness-raising into everyday activities 
within a conservation program is cost effective and effective.

The messages communicated are important but the actual 
engagement with conservation action is also powerful: 
combining both message and engagement is best of all. 

Velchesse dessin Michael dessin

A drawing competition at the Catholic students' congress in the district of Ankarabola
Agnakatrika with the theme : « AZAFADY RO MBA KAVONOY AHO AZAFADY », 
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