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Å ~1,000 spp. in Madagascar, 
~ 8% of the Malagasy flora

Å ~85% endemism

Å High demand for wild-
collected material

Å Threatened by 
deforestation, illegal 
collect, logging, slash-and-
burn agricultureand 
degradation of natural 
habitats

Context: orchids in Madagascar

EX-SITU CONSERVATION OF MALAGASY ORCHIDS



XXII AETFAT Congress - Livingstone 2022 
[Long-term Ex-Situ conservation of Malagasy orchids]

Antananarivo

Ambalabe

Tsimbazaza

Ambatovy 1

Ambatovy 2

Ambatovy3

ÅNetwork of six orchid 
shade houses in 
Madagascar

Å~250 orchid species in 
cultivation

ÅDevelop an integrated 
approach to long-term 
conservation of 
Malagasy orchids: 
COMALO project

Context: long-term conservation project
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1. Conduct new 
fieldwork activities in 
under-collected areas 

2. Produce IUCN Red 
List assessments of 
orchid species

COMALO project objectives

EX-SITU CONSERVATION OF MALAGASY ORCHIDS



XXII AETFAT Congress - Livingstone 2022 
[Long-term Ex-Situ conservation of Malagasy orchids]

COMALO project objectives

3. Develop local   
infrastructure and 
expertise in long-
term pollen and 
seed handling
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